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Horticultess! Meeting Sidelights 


As Viewed By The Citrus 
Industry Reporter... 


I was impressed by several things 
at the Fifty-Third Meeting of the 
Florida State Horticultural Society 
held in Tampa early this month. The 
first of these impressions was that 
Lem Woods, Jr., who had charge of 
all local arrangements for the Hort. 
Society, the Rose Society, the Krome 
Memorial Institute, the Soil Science 
Society and the Vegetable Division 
meeting, did one whale of a good job. 

Indeed, we have seldom if ever 
seen so complicated a group of af- 
fairs run so smoothly and according 
to plan as they did in Tampa, and to 
Lem Woods must go the lion’s share 
of the credit. 


Likewise I was impressed by the 
effective and efficient manner in 
which everything was conducted from 
the detail of registering the members 
to the conduct of the meetings and 
the smooth operation of all Society 
activities. So I tip my hat to the offi- 
cers of the organization. The Soci- 
ety members must also have been 
completely satisfied with the manner 
in which its affairs are conducted 
since all of the officers were re- 
elected. 

Most of all I was deeply impressed 
with the value of the Society to the 
citrus and other horticultural inter- 
ests of the state of Florida. The in- 
tense interest shown by the large 
crowd which attended the Hort. So- 
ciety meetings was a clear indication 
of the value which the audience 


placed upon the numerous and va- 
ried papers which were delivered at 
this particular session. 


Time was a few years ago when at- 
tendance had dwindled considerably, 
but the meetings last year in Holly- 
wood and in Tampa this year, fur- 
nish ample proof of the fact that the 
horticultrists of Florida place the ut- 
most importance upon the annual 
meetings of the horticultural soci- 
ety. 

So long as we are mentioning fea- 
tures of the affair which deserve at- 
tention we want to commend Doyle 
Carlton on the fine job he did as 
toastmaster at the banquet, even 
though he did have a tendency to 
get into Dr. H. Harold Hume’s 
“hair”. 

To detail speeches which were out- 
standing, or other features of the 
meeting which deserve special men- 
tion would mean the necessity of re- 
peating here the program which was 
carried in last month’s issue, and 
that, of course is unnecessary. 

The matter of selecting a place 
for next year’s meeting will be in 
the hands of the directors, but where- 
ever it will be held we are certain 
that after the fine meetings of the 
past two years, it will be well attend- 
ed by that increasingly large group 
of Florida horticulturists who are 
seeking through their Society mem- 
bership and otherwise to keep fully 
abreast of the times and fully pre- 
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pared to take advantage of every bit 
of sound and proven counsel in the 
operation of their varied grove and 
trucking interests. 

Outstanding among our impres- 
sions of this gathering as has always 
been the case is that the inspiration 
behind the whole movement is the 
unselfish desire of those in charge 
to offer the widest possible scepe of 
information to its members. 

More than ever we feel now that 
the Horticultural Society is one of 
the state’s most valuable organiza- 
tions. 


CHANGES IN FLORIDA’S 
CITRUS STANDARDS UN. 
DER CONSIDERATION 





An investigation is now under way 
looking toward changes in the U. S. 
standards for citrus fruit, W. G. 
Meal, in charge of the Fruit and 
Vegetable Division of the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service, said recent- 
iy. Mr. Meal discussed the Federal- 
State grading program with Florida 
officials and members of the indus- 
try recently. 

William E. Lewis, of the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service, will be in 
charge of the investigation, and the 
work in Florida will be done in co- 
operation with the Federal-State in- . 
spection service which is under the 
supervision of H. M. Riley of Winter © 
Haven. 
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Protecting.... 
The Citrus Markets 


Members of the Florida State Hor- 
ticultural Society and Friends: 


When I received your kind invi- 
tation to address this convention on 
the subject of “Protecting the Citrus 
Markets,” I could not help recalling 
that somewhat trite saying, “There 
is nothing new under the sun.” For 
“Protection” for the citrus industry 
—along with practically every other 
form of agriculture and horticulture 
—is nothing new, but is an old prob- 
lem that has become more acute with 
the passing of the years. We have 
been hearing a great deal of com- 
plaint, and there has been much 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth — to use another biblical phrase 
—over the woes and ills and_ the 
many tribulations that have beset the 
citrus industry. Those of us who are 
comparatively young men have heard 
about them for a numbe> of years. 
You who have been among the faith- 
ful members of the State Horticul- 
tural Society since its beginning, have 
heard them even longer, and since 
many of you are citrus growers, you 
have not only heard but experienced 
these difficulties yourselves. 

But protection for this great in- 
dustry, embracing several hundred 
thousand acres of citrus groves and 
with an investment running up into 
several hundred millions of dollars, 
is a prime factor in determining its 
future. For a number of years this 
has been recognized and we have 
tried to do something about it. This 
has led to criticism about the me- 
thods employed to bring about the 
most adequate and satisfactory type 
of protection — and much of this 
criticism has been inspired by selfish 
interests, who in their zeal to fur- 
ther the industry have sometimes tak- 
en such action that has hampered 
rather than helped those who bore 
the responsibility of securing proper 
protection for our citrus markets. 

We realize, in dealing with this 
subject, that there is a diversity of 
opinion regarding methods and means 
of attaining the goal of adequate pro- 
tection for the citrus industry. The 
grower has his viewpoint, and the 
shipper has his. The receivers of the 
fruit in the nation’s markets.add their 
opinions as to what needs to be done. 
These groups can, and do, present 
able arguments for their respective 
viewpoints. In the case of your pres- 
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ent speaker, I can speak only of the 
phases of this work handled by the 
State Citrus Inspection Bureau, and 
in my remarks I shall confine myself 
strictly to that angle, hoping there- 
by to give you a clearer picture of 
how the state department is con- 
stantly trying to protect the citrus 
market for the grower. Let us take 
a few minutes to consider what has 
been done with present regulations 
and standardization requirements. 

I believe that one of the most im- 
portant factors in promoting ade- 
quate protection for our citrus indus- 
try lies in the work of finding and 
developing new domestic outlets for 


our fruit — and this work has been 
greatly facilitated by these regula- 
tion and _ standardization require- 


ments, because it has increased the 
Florida shippers’ direct sales. It is 
not necessary to elaborate on this 
statement, for members of your so- 
ciety understand fully how this in- 
crease not only reduces the amount 
of fruit offered in terminal markets, 
but saves much of the expense be- 
tween the producer and the consum- 
er. These savings are shared with the 
consumers, who then are able to buy 
more fruit, thereby broadening our 
constantly increasing market. And, 
what is most significant and no less 
important, a fair portion of these 
savings reach the Florida producers 
— an impressive example of the type 
of protection greatly needed by our 
15,000 growers. But let us consider 
some interesting figures that give 
concrete proof of what has been hap- 
pening along this line the past five 
years. 

I believe all of you will agree that 
a decline in the portion of shipments 
sold in auction markets means an in- 
crease in direct sales. While all fruit 
sold outside auction markets is not 
necessarily “direct sales”, it is reas- 
onable to assume that the portion 
which is not direct sales has declined 
at least as much, if not more, than 
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the portion sold in auction markets. 
Keeping this in mind, we will find 
the following facts and figures all 
the more impressive and enlighten- 
ing. 

During the 1934-35 season, Flor- 
ida shipped 51,107 carloads of fruit 
by rail and boat, and 4,346,360 box- 
es, equivalent to 10,866 carloads, by 
truck, a total out-of-state shipment 
of 61,973 carloads. Of this total, 
27,846 carloads, or 45 per cent, were 
sold in the auction markets of our 
leading metropolitan centers. Remem- 
ber, that was in 1934-35. The next 
season, that of 1935-36, Florida’s 
new standardization laws became ef- 
fective, and by the close of that sea- 
son it was found that the portion of 
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Florida citrus shipments sold in auc- 
tion markets had declined to 43 per 
cent. In the 1936-37 season, the 
volume sold at auction had dropped to 
41 per cent; in 1937-38, to 40 per 
cent; and in 1938-39, to 38 per cent. 

Approaching it from another an- 
gle, we find that the total Florida 
production utilized during the four 
seasons prior to the adoption of the 
Florida standardization laws — that 
is, the years 1931 to 1935, inclusive 
— has been estimated at 114,967,989 
boxes. During the four seasons from 
1935 to 1939, inclusive, production 
rose to 167,450,884 boxes, an in- 
crease of more than 52,500,000 
boxes, or 45.6 per cent. Let us cam- 
pare the financial returns to the in- 
dustry for the respective four-year 
periods. 


The estimated total gross return 
for all citrus harvested and marketed 
for the seasons of 1931 to 1935 is 
$160,507,351—the gross returns for 
the second period, the seasons 1935 
to 1939, reached $233,960,232, or 
45.7 per cent more than the earlier 
period. Hence we find that while pro- 
duction increased 45.6 per cent dur- 
ing these four years over the preced- 
ing quadrennium, the gross returns 
went it slightly better with an in- 
crease of 45.7 per cent. What better 
type of ‘protection’ for the entire 
citrus industry could one find? 

A further glowing example of pro- 
tection of our citrus markets by regu- 
lation and inspection is furnished us 
in recent experiences — namely, the 
January freeze, one of the most seri- 
ous ever to visit our state. Freeze 
damage, being an internal defect in 
our fruit, is difficult to control in 
grading. Yet despite the unusual 
length of the freeze and its severity 
extending over many days, the ship- 
ment of damaged fruit has been con- 
trolled to the extent that the north- 
ern trade is continuing to take Flor- 
ida fruit at fair prices. A few figures 
here will be interesting and informa- 
tive. 

During the period from Feb. 9 to 
March 23 — or the weeks that elap- 
sed after the seven-day embargo had 
been lifted to the end of the calendar 
week before this paper was prepared 
— the New York auctions had han- 
dled 1,789 cars averaging $2.52 per 
box. For the same period last year, 
the same markets handled 2,165 cars 
averaging $1.98 per box. In short, 
while the volume during that period 
this year had dropped about 18 per 
cent, the average per box sales price 
had risen 28 per cent over the aver- 
age last year. Furthermore, during 
the same period this year, all the auc- 
tions of the country handled 3,369 
cars, averaging $2.45 per box, and 
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last year, a total of 4,499 cars, aver- 
aging $1.95 per box. The volume de- 
crease for all markets was 33 per 
cent, and the average per box price 
increase was 26 per cent. 

You will note in the above figures 
that in each instance from 48 to 53 
per cent of the total volume was 
poured into the New York market, 
which is recognized as the barome- 
ter for fruit sales throughout the 
country. But even that great metro- 
politan center can be glutted with 
fruit that would stand a better chance 
of bringing higher prices if proper- 
ly distributed in other markets. This 
brings us face to face with the pro- 
blem of equitable distribution, which, 
as the entire industry knows quite 
well, needs to be solved if we are 
going to protect our markets for the 
shipper and the grower here at home. 

From this record it can plainly 
be seen that the state’s frozen fruit 
law has proved the bulwark for the 
defense of grade standards that has 
made it possible for Florida to market 
its citrus fruit at improved prices in 
a manner that not only satisfied but 
amazed the receivers in practically 
all the markets. 

The State Citrus Inspection Bu- 
reau presents these results to the in- 
dustry, proud of its efforts thus far 
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to protect and broaden our markets. 
The Bureau feels that much good has 
been done, but in all candor admits 
that there remains much to be ac- 
complished in extending adequate 
protection to the industry. The im- 
provement of the quality of our fruit 
is probably our chief problem and 
should be our greatest concern. Flor- 
ida fruit must compete with Califor- 
nia fruit on an “appearance basis,” 
and California has the advantage due 
to climatic conditions beyond our con- 
trol. But internal quality of our fruit 
is not beyond our control, and it is 
just here that we should concentrate 
all our efforts to improve the stand- 
ard of our product. Solids and acids 
are the prime factors in determining 
the internal quality of fruit. The in- 
clusion in the grades of certain in- 
ternal requirements according to 
these factors would greatly increase 
the consumer value of our grades. 
The state maturity requirement is 
merely a minimum requirement for 
all fruit shipped, and the relative in- 
ternal quality of various lots of fruit 
cannot be taken into consideration 
by the buyer unless fruit of better 
quality is associated with the higher 
grades and labels and fruit of lower 
internal quality is restricted to the 


(Continued on page 10) 
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HOLLAND AND THE CITRUS GROWERS 





Before another issue of The Citrus Industry 
reaches its readers, the democratic voters of 
Florida will have chosen their candidate for 
Governor, a candidate who in the course of 
events will be elected to the Governorship in 
the general election in November. 

The Citrus Industry hopes and believes that 
Spessard L. Holland will be the choice of the 
voters of the state by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. We feel that his record as a citizen, as 
a solider, as a judge and as a state senator 
entitle him to the respect and confidence of 
every citizen of Florida of whatever calling or 
profession. 

It is to the citrus growers of the state, how- 
ever, that we would particularly appeal. As a 
native Floridian, son of a pioneer citrus grower, 
himself the owner of a small acreage of citrus 
grove property, Spessard Holland has been in- 
timately acquainted with the problems and 
worries of the citrus growers of Florida from 
early boyhood. As a lawyer he has been inti- 
mately associated with every movement of re- 
cent years for the betterment of the condition 
of the citrus growers. As a legislator for the 
past eight years, he has taken a leading part 
in the enactment of laws for the protection of 
the citrus growers, including the laws prepared 
by the growers themselves and enacted at the 
last session of the legislature. 

Indeed, after the citrus laws enacted at the 
1£39 session of the legislature had been finally 
prepared and agreed upon by the growers, 
Senator Holland was asked to sponsor them on 
the floor of the Senate, and it was largely 
through his leadership that these laws were 
enacted. 

That Senator Holland’s efforts in bringing 
about the passage of these laws, together with 
his previous efforts in behalf of the citrus grow- 
ers of the state, are highly appreciated by the 
growers and their organizations is clearly evi- 
denced by a letter of endorsement written by 
Mr. L. H. Kramer, President of Florida Citrus 
Growers, Inc., which is printed elsewhere in 
this issue. 

No man in Florida, we believe, has a more 
understanding knowledge of the problems of 
citrus growers than Spessard Holland. Certain- 
ly no other candidate for Governor has been so 
long and so intimately associated with the grow- 
ers and their problems as Mr. Holland. Some 
other candidates for Governor have had much 
to say about what they would do for citrus if 
elected. Some of their promises and sugges- 
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tions may have merit; some are of questionable 
value. From the viewpoint of the citrus growers 
there is this difference between Spessard Hol- 
land and any of his opponents for the Gov- 
ernorship: They know what Senator Holland 
has done for the growers and know that, as 
Governor, he could and would do even more, 
As to the others, their value to the growers is 
problematical. 

Kor years the citrus growers of Florida have 
been seeking a solution to their many problems. 
Step by step they have advanced along the way 
to better conditions. Laws protecting the in- 
terests of the growers have been enacted. Still 
other laws, or the strengthening of laws al- 
ready operative, are needed. It is essential that 
growers should have in the Governor’s chair 
a man with sympathetic understanding of the 
needs of the growers and the industry. 

Such a man is Spessard L. Holland! 


FLORIDA STATE HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 





The Fifty-Third Annual Meeting of the Flor- 
ida State Horticulaural Society held in Tampa 
on April 2, 3 and 4 was in many respects one 
of the most important meetings of the Society 
in recent years. 

The attendance was gratifying, the papers 
presented covered a wide range of important 
subjects which were ably handled by speakers 
of statewide and national reputation. The dis- 
cussions brought out many interesting and en- 
lightening views which could not fail to have 
proven beneficial. 

For fifty-three years the Florida State Horti- 
cultural Society has been instrumental in aid- 
ing Florida citrus growers and other horticul- 
turists of the state in solving many of their cul- 
tural and other problems. In the past, it has 
been officered by some of the leaders of the 
industry. That the future of the Society will 
continue its valued service to the horticulturists 
of Florida is assured by a glance at the men 
chosen at the Tampa meeting to guide the 
Society for the coming year. These officers are: 
C. I. Brooks, Miami, president; T. Ralph Rob- 
inson, Orlando, H. C. Hendricksen, Eustis, 
F. M. O’Byrne, Lake Wales, Dr. David Fair- 
child, Coconut Grove, Dr. H. S. Wolfe, Home- 
stead, vice-presidents; Bayard F. Floyd, Da- 
venport, secretary; Ralph T. Robinson, Winter 
Haven, assistant-secretary; Frank L. Holland, 
Winter Haven, treasurer; Earl W. Hartt, Avon 
Park, C. D. Kime, Orlando, W. F. Ward, Brooks- 
ville, L. P. Woods, Tampa, and J. W. Edsell, 
Wabasso, executive committee. 

Many of the important papers presented at 
the recent meeting will be published in these 
columns for the benefit of readers who desire 
to preserve them. 

At this writing, prices for Florida citrus 
fruits continue to bring gratifying prices on the 
Northern markets, outselling fruit from compet- 
ing territory in practically all markets. This 
condition could not possibly have existed fol- 
lowing the January freeze without the rigid en- 
forcement of our restrictive laws and regula- 
tions governing the shipment of Florida fruit. 
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Quality Of Citrus Fruits From 
The Legal Standpoint 


I shall attempt to discuss the qual- 
ity of oranges or other citrus fruit 
from the legal viewpoint, by which 
I assume is meant the condition of 
the fruit before it can meet the mini- 
mum legal maturity and grade stan- 
dards. Quality from a legal stand- 
point and quality from the consum- 
er viewpoint may be quite far apart. 
In fact the term “legal quality” is a 
misnomer. Quality from the legal 
standpoint, under the present stan- 
dards, can mean nothing more than 
the minimum requirements for fruit 
to be shipped under existing stan- 
dards. 

The first attempt to establish stan- 
dards with legal backing was some 
twenty-five years ago when the first 
maturity law was passed by the Flor- 
ida legislature, which provided that 
before oranges were deemed to be 
mature they must show one-half of 
the surface to be naturally colored, 
or, in lieu thereof, the juice must 
not contain more than 1.30% Citric 
Acid. If the fruit would not pass 
either the color test or the chemical 
test, or in case a controversy arose 
between the inspector and the pack- 
ing house with regard to whether the 
fruit passed or not, a sample was 
sent to the State Chemist in Talla- 
hassee, who acted as referee, and 
either upheld or reversed the inspec- 
tor’s decision. 

Since this early attempt to control 
quality by legal standards, very few 
sessions of the legislature have pass- 
ed without some attempt to change, 
or modify, or pass new laws with 
respect to the legal quality of citrus 
fruits. Few changes have been at- 
tempted in the legal standard for 
oranges from the earlier standards 
which simply required a ratio of to- 
tal solids to citric acid of 8 to 1, al- 
though many changes were made in 
the test for other varieties of citrus, 
such as grapefruit and tangerines, 
until the year 1939 when the legisla- 
ture revised the standard for oranges 
as well as for tangerines and grape- 
fruit. 

It is believed that the maturity 
standards for three kinds of citrus 
fruits as set forth by the 1939 legis- 
lature, tend to require the best in- 
ternal quality of citrus fruits of any 
previous maturity laws. The minimum 
ratio for grapefruit was stepped up 


from 6 to 1 to 6.50 to 1, and the re- 
quired juice content was increased 
by approximately 10%. The required 
ratio for oranges was based in detail 
upon the total soluble solids of the 
juice. A minimum ratio of 8 to 1 was 
required when the total soluble solids 
were 11.00% or above; while a maxi- 
mum ratio of 10.50 to 1 was needed 
if total soluble solids registered as 
low as 7.50%. Three additional or- 
ange requirements were established, 
namely, a 7.50% minimum total 
soluble solids, a minimum juice re- 
quirement of four gallons per box 
for oranges of natural color, and a 
natural breaking of color before pick- 
ing fruit from the trees. (The lat- 
ter pertaining also to grapefruit and 
tangerines). Tangerine maturity 
standards were outlined so as to be 
equitable and applicable to the vari- 
ous sections of the State, in that a 
minimum ratio of 7 to 1 was required 
when total soluble solids were 10.90% 
or above; while a minimum ratio of 
7.50 to 1 was required on all tan- 
gerines whose total soluble solids 
registered less than 10.00%. 

If legal quality has any meaning 
other than minimum standards, it will 
be found in the grade standards 
which separate the fruit into the 
various U. S. Standard Grades, such 
as U. S. Fancy, No. 1, No. 1 Bright, 
No. 1 Bronze, No. 1 Russett, No. 2 
Combination, No. 2 Bright, No. 2 
Russett, No. 3, ete., These various 
grades represent quality of fruit to 
some extent. At least, there is a de- 
finite price differential in the mar- 
ket for fruit conforming to the above 
grade standards. It is to be noted, 
however, that outside of the require- 
ment that the fruit shall be mature, 
the quality is based on external ap- 
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pearance such as color, shape, thick- 
ness of skin, absence of defects, dis- 
coloration, and such other factors as 
influence the appearance and the eye- . 
appeal to the consumer, but makes 
no reference to those internal quali- 
ties of the fruit by which the con- 
sumer judges quality, such as flavor, 
palatability, food value, vitamin 
content, etc. 

The question has frequently been 
raised as to whether or not our pre- 
sent legal standards do not place too 
great emphasis on the quality of our 
fruit based on outside appearance 
rather than on quality based on those 
factors by which the consumer eval- 
uates quality. 

Conclusions based on years of ob- 
servation are likely to set forth ideas 
which may or may not appear to be 
rather inconsistent as regards the re- 
lationship of the respective grade, 
based on external appearance, and 
the internal or food value and pala- 
tability of the fruit. It is to be safe- 
ly assumed that the citrus fruit which 
remains on the tree until it has reach- 
ed full maturity possesses the maxi- 
mum of interior quality. Fruit re- 
maining on the tree for that length 
of time is naturally subject to all the 
influences which would tend to lower 
its grade. These factors may be brief- 
ly summarized as_ chaffing, thorn 
pricks, and various blemishes pro- 
duced by diseases and insects. For 
these reasons it will be seen that 
early varieties, as well as late bloom 
fruit which has been on the tree 
during a much shorter period will be 
brighter and will qualify for a high- 
er grade, although it may not have 
had sufficient time to reach its full 
maturity and develop the best of de- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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PROTECTING THE 

CITRUS MARKETS 

(Continued from page 7) 

lower grades. Although the acids, 
solids and ratio are now shown on the 
certificates during the maturity sea- 
son, it is impractical for the buyer 
to make use of this information in 
the markets. 

This idea continues right along 
from the buyer to the consumer, for 
when the consumer pays a higher 
price for good-looking fruit, it should 
also possess good internal quality. If 
this same good internal quality is 
absent, the reaction on the part of 
the consumer is one of disillusion- 
ment and resentment, and the fact 
will be certain to react against his 
repeated purchase of Florida citrus 
fruit. On the other hand, if he pays 
a low price for good-looking fruit 
and gets a low internal quality, he re- 
ceives no more than he paid for. 

It might be mentioned in passing 
that the maturity requirements on 
grapefruit and tangerines have been 
quite satisfactory this season and ap- 
parently have greatly assisted in the 
successful marketing of those varie- 
ties, the trade being uniformly fav- 
orable in commenting on the matur- 
ity of both varieties throughout the 
current season. 

Yet after all these factors have 
been considered, we are forced to ad- 
mit that in regard to maturity there 
also remains much to be done. As 
long as maturity requirements allow 
the first Florida oranges reaching the 
markets each season to be insipid and 
lacking in character and flavor com- 
pared to the rich internal quality 
characteristic of the great majority 
of Florida fruit, there is need for im- 
provement. For to offer such fruit at 
the beginning of the season as a sam- 
ple of what is to come is to grossly 
misrepresent the Florida orange — 
to our own disadvantage! We go even 
further — we make its appearance 
such that it can compete with Cali- 
fornia fruit and thereby invite a 
comparison that is neither favorable 
nor fair to Florida fruit in general. 

From consideration of these mat- 
ters and having viewed them from 
the standpoint of the trade and the 
consumer, we in Florida see that ma- 
turity requirements should be high 
enough to insure eating quality equal 
to representative Florida fruit. When 
such requirements exist and are ade- 
quately enforced, production methods 
may be so changed as to insure a 
better internal quality in early fruit. 
If there are existing varieties of 
fruit that cannot be made to meet 
such requirements, then the industry 
should adopt such a program that 
eventually would provide compensa- 
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tion for the elimination of such trees. 
Citrus Florida would be better with- 
out them! 

Since this good internal quality of 
which we have been speaking is de- 
sirable at all times during the mar- 
keting season, it naturally follows 
that it would be good business and 
common sense to require the appli- 
cation of maturity standards until 
ALL VARIETIES are normally, well 
matured. As an example, a maturity 
analysis should be required for cer- 
tification of Valencia oranges at 
least until March 1 or 15. 

We have been discussing market 
sales, the quality of cur fruit and 
maturity standards and their en- 
forcement, all calculated to further 
methods for better protection of our 
citrus industry, but we must not for- 
get that part of the credit for 
strengthening its position is due the 
inspection force of our Bureau. 
Please do not misunderstand me in 
this matter. We of the Inspection 
Bureau wish no more than our just 
share of the credit, but personally I 
do feel that we have been prone to 
give too little commendation to the 
inspectors in the field, who do the 
actual regulating work. Much de- 
pends on them — so much, in fact, 
that unless they function efficiently at 
all times the inspection work is 
bound to be ineffective and the tar- 
get of justified criticism. I am happy 
to say that the organization as a 
whole has improved greatly in recent 
years under the able direction of our 
state chemist, J. J. Taylor, until now 
we have one of the most efficient and 
loyal inspection forces to be found 
in any state. Since the success of 
such work depends largely on the 
personnel, we feel justly proud of 
our men as a group. 

But we also feel that there is much 
more we can do and that we still have 
a long way to go to achieve the goal 
of 100 per cent, making our force 
and our service second to none. This 
can be done with the help and coop- 
eration of the entire industry—the 
same exceptional cooperation that 
you have given us in the past. We 
of the Department of Agriculture, 
and especially of the Citrus Inspec- 
tion Bureau, are most appreciative of 
this assistance from growers and 
shippers and all others who have a 
part in our state’s greatest industry. 

Recent years have shown that the 
men who make up the citrus industry 
can and do get together in coopera- 
tive effort, and in no phase of the 
work has this been more strikingly 
or effectively apparent than in the 
cooperation they have given our De- 
partment. I know that I voice the 

(Continued on page 18) 
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FRED P. CONE 


has earned 


A PROMOTION 





As your governor, Fred Cone 
has proven his ability. Four years 
ago he promised you that there 
would be no necessity for new 
taxes if a business like adminis- 
tration was put into effect. He 
admitted there were new needs of 
state government and bravely pro- 
mised that by strictest economy 
as well as the natural increase in 
state revenue due to the growth 
of Florida that these needs could 
be met, 


Without a single new tax your 
governor has carried on every 
phase of state government in an 
efficient manner. The schools have 
received their entire appropria- 
tion, 37,000 persons are receiving 
old age assistance in an amount 
equal to that being given by two 
more populous states immediately 
to the north. 


2,000 are receiving blind assis- 
tance, 


6,000 children are being given 
public assistance in their homes. 
Counties this year are each get- 
ting $31,000 for race track reve- 
nues, 


AS YOUR 
SENATOR 
CONE PROMISES 


Lifting of quotas for sugar and 
tobacco. 


The abolishment of the prefer- 
ential tariff treatment which is an 
economic millstone around the 
necks of our truck growers and 
farmers. 


Elimination of unjust freight 
rates that annually take millions 
of dollars out of the pockets of 
our citrus industry. 


To keep this nation out of war. 


While FRED P. CONE has 


been making you a GOOD 
GOVERNOR, he has gained 


the experience and know- 
ledge to make you evena... 


Better Senator 
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You've Had The Bloom -- Now 
Insure Yourself With A Bumper 
Crop Of Superior Fruit.... 


It’s true the cold we had this past winter was a bad break . . . but the bloom 
which the trees put out the past month forecasts a good crop for the coming 





season ... and now with this crop setting, it’s up to every citrus grower to hold 
every bit of that crop possible and to make it one of the finest we’ve ever pro- 
duced. 


The surest way to accomplish this worthwhile purpose is to fertilize your trees 
during the summer application which will be due very shortly with 


Superior Extra Value 


VITA-EL BRANDS 


(Containing All 10 Vital Elements) 


The emphasis being placed on needed minor elements is being stressed con- 
stantly by leading citrus authorities . . . a fact, which, along with many others, 
was stressed during the recent Florida Horticultural Society meeting . .. and 
in our Vita-El Brands not only the one or two elements most particularly recom- 
mended will be found — but all ten of those elements which have so important 
a part in producing the finest fruit it’s possible to raise. 


You'll find, too, that this treatment of your grove will cost you no mor- 
than the use of ordinary fertilizers which do not carry these most im- 
portant vital elements. 


SUPERIOR FERTILIZER COMPANY 
FACTORY AND OFFICE EAST BROADWAY AT 47th STREET 


Phone Y-1623 P. O. Box 1021 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


G. D. Sloan, Pres. W. G. Wells, Sales Manager 


Corie Vices POTASY D can COPPER@Y IRON Firma gTanangy ant) 
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Shipments Of Canned 
Grapefruit Increases 


Florida exported nearly twice as 
much canned grapefruit to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom during the eight months 
ending March 1 this year as it did 
during the same period a year ago, 
according to figures contained in a 
report by the department of com- 
merce just received here by the 
Florida citrus commission. 

Exporting of canned grapefruit 
to England stopped Marchl19 as a re- 
sult of a ruling by the British board 
of trade that import licenses would 
be required on any further ship- 
ments. Whether this will mean 


cessation of exports of canned grape- 
fruit was problematical, some can- 
ners feeling licenses would be grant- 
ed later on. All canners who have 
British connections are understood to 
be seeking licenses, but so far no 
decision has been announced by 
British authorities. 

The abnormal quantity of canned 
grapefruit and other food products 
exported to the United Kingdom dur- 
ing the last eight months is believed 
to have played an important part in 
England’s decision to restrict fur- 
ther shipments, at least for a time. 
Very large stocks of canned and bot- 
tled fruits are said to be held in 
Great Britan at the present time. 

England’s action will not affect 
the domestic canned grapefruit mar- 
ket, most canners believe, and there 
is no danger of the American mar- 
ket becoming glutted. Florida has ex- 
ported approximately 1,250,000 cas- 
es of canned grapefruit to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom before the license dead- 
line, only a quarter million cases less 
than went to that country during the 
entire export season the year before. 

Canned grapefruit prices are hold- 
ing firm in the domestic market, indi- 
cating the trade feels there will be 
no over-supply this season. Grape- 
fruit for sectionizing is becoming in- 
creasingly scarce and most canner- 
ies will confine their operations to 
juice in the near future. 

February saw nearly 500,000 cas- 
es of canned grapefruit shipped to 
England, the commerce department 
figures showed, compared with only 
168,000 cases during February 1939. 
Through February, slightly more 
than 1,000,000 cases went to Eng- 
land during an eight-month period, 
compared with slightly more than 
600,000 cases for the corresponding 


eight months the year before. Figures 
are not yet available for the 19 days 
in March during which exports were 
possible without license, but it is 
known that Florida canners rushed 
their stocks to boats as soon as the 
British order was announced. 


Canned grapefruit exported during 
the eight months ending March 1 this 
year was valued by the commerce 
department at $2,466,000, compared 
with $1,248,000 for the 500,000 cas- 
es shipped during the same. eight 
months a year ago. 

Florida enjoys virtually all the 
canned grapefruit export. business to 
the United Kingdom. 

Exports of fresh oranges and 
grapefruit show a decline compared 
with a year ago, accerding to the 
government’s report. There were 
75,000 boxes of fresh grapefruit ex- 
ported in February this year, com- 
pared with 83,000 boxes in Febru- 
ary 1939. Fresh orange exports drop- 
ped from 520,000 boxes in February 
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1989 to 386,000 boxes in February 
this year. The report does not show 
where this fresh fruit originated or 
to what countries it was shipped. 


Farmers’ total cash income from 
marketings, commodities placed under 
loan, and government payments in 
19389 amounted to $8,518,000,000, 
according to to the Bureau of Ag- 
ricultural Economics. 
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GROWERS ENDORSE HOLLAND 


Lake Wales, Fla., April 5th, 1940. 
Honorable Spessard L. Holland, 


Bartow, Florida. 


Dear Spessard: 


In as much as you are a candidate for Governor and 








have had considerable to do with the enactment of vari- 
ous laws affecting the citrus industry, and further due to 
the fact that these laws will naturally be brought into the 
gubernatorial race, I feel that it is proper that I, as presi- 
dent of Florida Citrus Growers, Inc., make a statement 
which can be used by you as you deem necessary, the 
object of said statement being acknowledgement of our 
authorship of the citrus laws in question. 


Our organization, Florida Citrus Growers, Inc., pre- 
pared these laws, after considerable deliberation and 
consultation with both large and small citrus growers. 
After they were put in their final form we requested you 
to sponsor them on the floor of the Senate. You agreed 
to do this for us and in your usual forceful manner pushed 
them thru to successful enactment. 


I am sincerely appreciative of your intimate know- 
ledge of grower problems and your constructive attitude 
toward the citrus industry and feel that you merit the 
support of all citrus growers. 


Sincerely yours, 


L. H. KRAMER. 
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New Officers Are 


Chosen For Ameri- 
can Fruit Growers 


At a meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the American Fruit Grow- 
ers Inc., on April 16th, J. S. Crutch- 
field and W. H. Baggs resigned their 
positions of Chairman of the Board, 
and President, respectively. J. D. 
Kerr, formerly Vice President and 
General Manager was elected Presi- 
dent and General Manager of the 
Company and Chairman of its Ex- 
ecutive Committee. Mr. Kerr joined 
the Company in April, 1939, and has 
had a broad and successful back- 
ground of executive and sales mana- 
gement experience. 

Mr. Crutchfield and Mr. Baggs, 
both of whom have been identified 
with the Company in important ex- 
ecutive capacities since its inception, 
are retiring from the active mana- 
gement, but will retain their positions 
as Directors of American Fruit Grow- 
ers Inc. 

At the same meeting W. M. Scott 
of Sanford, Regional Director of the 
Company’s Southeastern operations, 
was elected a Vice President. 


SEEK ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
FOR RESEARCH 


Convinced that research has lagged 
seriously behind actual production, 
Florida’s congressional delegation 
and citrus leaders are urging that 
additional funds be provided by the 
federal government for work being 
done at laboratories in Orlando and 
Winter Haven. W. W. Hubbell, head 
of the Florida citrus commission’s 
better fruit department, returned 
from Washington recently where he 
had appeared before the agriculture 
subcommittee of the senate appro- 
priations committee urging substan- 
tia! increases in research appropria- 
tions affecting citrus. 

The agriculture appropriation bill 
has passed the house, and contains 
approximately the same amounts for 
the work at Orlando and the citrus- 
by products laboratory at Winter Ha- 
ven as have been allotted for the 
past few years. Florida citrus leaders 
would like to see these laboratories 
given substantial increases to handle 
the greater problems resulting from 
increased production. 

Congress gave Winter Haven an 
extra $19,000 last year for new 
Luildings and equipment. Bids have 
been received and work is expected 
to start shortly. 

Both Florida senators took an ac- 
tive part at the senate subcommittee 

(Continued on page 16) 
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The Whole Story in 
a Nutshell! 


FOR BETTER 
FRUIT... 


maintain 
the 


Ordinarily, of course, 
* the term pH designates 
the acidity or alkalinity 
of soils. But in another 


broad sense, as used p-h means: 


here: 


PRODUCTIVE HEATLH 


When you use GULF Brands of Friendly Fertilizers, your 
trees get the right plant foods in the right amounts at the 
the right time — because these quality fertilizers are “keyed 
to your soil” to maintain the PRODUCTIVE HEALTH of 
every acre. Ask the GULF Field Man in your Section to tell 
you the complete story. You'll save money in the long run. 


For Everything that Grows 
in Florida . . . use 


ly, 
mdmaaieiil 
a 


FERTILIZER 


Gulf Distributors and Gulf Field Men are 
located at convenient points throughout 
Florida. Or write us direct if you want 
special information. 


THE GULF FERTILIZER COMPANY 


36th Street, South of East Broadway, Tampa, Florida 
East Coast Factory — PORT EVERGLADES, Florida 
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Reports of Lyons Field Men.... 


SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
F. W. (Felton) Scott 


The tomato crop in the Ruskin 
section is shaping up very nicely 
now and the prospects are looking 
good. Growers generally are con- 
cerned however since the crop is 
so very late and there is danger 
of early summer rains. Citrus on 
the lower west coast, generally, 
is recovering very nicely from 
the recent freeze. All varieties ex- 
cept midseason oranges have 
bloomed very nicely and growers 
are planning to fertilize and take 
especial care to grow real quality 
fruit this year. Much interest is 
being shown in nutritional sprays 
which a number of growers are 
now applying. 





NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA 
G. W. (George) Phillips 

General growing conditions here 
have been the best for citrus in 
five years, and as a result the 
groves have made splendid growth 
and have set a nice crop of fruit. 
Spraying with nutritional sprays 
is getting under way very rapidly. 
While most growers have fertilized 
and worked their groves, those that 
have not are making the necessary 
arrangements to do so, and it 
now appears that practically all 
growers in this section will be 
properly cared for this season in 
an effort to produce real quality 
fruit. We have never heard as 
much talk as we are hearing at 
this time about the importance of 
producing real quality. 


HILLSBOROUGH & PINEL- 
LAS COUNTIES 
Cc. S. (Charlie) Little 

The groves that were well cared 
for during the past year seem to 
be putting on a heavy crop of 
fruit this spring. The trees are 
coming out in fine shape, and there 
is little evidence now of the re- 


cent freeze. We have had quite 
a heavy infestation of red spider 
this spring, but proper control 
methods have about eradicated this 
pest. Due to excessive rains this 
spring many groves throughout 
the territory are beginning to 
show signs of needing fertilizer 
and as a result practically all of 
our growers are planning to come 
in with their summer application 
in early May. We are very glad to 
report that most growers are show- 
ing real interest in the care of 
their property and are trying to 
supply their groves with every 
need. 


POLK & HIGHLANDS 
COUNTIES 
J. M. (Jim) Sample 

The tangerine and grapefruit 
bloom in this section has been very 
heavy and a big crop is in pros- 
pect. Judging from reports from 
other parts of the state, the early 
grapefruit bloom is about two 
weeks further advanced, and grow- 
ers are feeling encouraged. The 
Valencia and pineapple crop is 
about as heavy as could be ex- 
pected, this being especially true 
of the Valencias. The rains have 
been plentiful but general good 
growing conditions have been 
somewhat delayed due to _ cold 
weather. The activity shown by 
growers for the summer applica- 
tion of fertilizer has been en- 
couraging. In spite of the freeze 
practically all growers are inter- 
ested in applying a good organic 
fertilizer plus the proper second- 
aries. Also nutritional sprays have 
come in for their play this year. 


EAST COAST 


Farmers in this section are con- 
cluding the most disastrous sea- 
son they have ever experienced. 
Some tomatoes are being picked 
at. this time but due to unfavor- 


able growing seasons the quality is 
not up to standard. Prices are 
fair to good. Beans are moving 
from the Pompano sections. The 
pepper crop is very poor and the 
yield will be considerably curtail- 
ed. 


WEST CENTRAL FLORIDA 
E. A. (Mac) McCartney 

The Brooksville section, fam- 
ous for tangerines, will certain- 
ly come in with a big crop this 
year. The trees are looking good 
and have set a big crop. This ter- 
ritory has had plenty of rain this 
spring and trees all over are look- 
ing good. Most of our growers are 
coming in with their fertilizer ap- 
plication in early May and are 
making every effort to produce 
real quality fruit. Vegetables are 
moving in quite heavy volume 
from the vegetable growing areas, 
and the prices have been varying 
from fair to good. The rains this 
spring did considerable damage to 
the strawberry crop in the Plant 
City section. However, most of 
the growers have had a_ pretty 
good season. 


Pierce Kimbrough, Jr., and wife 
have a new son at their home in 
Spring Lake, and according to 
last reports they expect to keep 
him; at least Papa Pierce says a 
billion dollars could not buy the 
little fellow. 


Jimmie Reese, of Bartow, is 
keeping very busy at this time with 
his grove interests and many other 
duties, but keeps an eye open as 
he travels around the county on 
likely places to find birds this fall. 


A. A. McKethan of the Her- 
nando State Bank, Brooksville, is 
having the bank room re-decora- 
ted. Now if he will put a clock on 
the outside of the building where 
we can tell what time it is, we will 
be forever grateful. 
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FERTILIZER 


Now is the time to make your 
summer application of fertili- 
zer. The heavy rains during the 
spring have leached most of your 
plant food from the soil. This 
summer apply a well-balanced 
fertilizer high in organic nitro- 
gen and you will reap the re- 
ward when you pick your fruit 
this fall and when the crop is 
being set next spring. Consult 
the Lyons Field Man in your 
section, and we assure you that 
you will find him capable of 
giving some really valuable in- 
formation, 


COVER CROPS 


After the fertilizer is applied 
and you are ready to make your 
last cultivation of the summer 
be sure that you have plenty of 
cover crop seed in the soil. 
There are many crops that can 
be used to good advantage. 
Crotalaria Spectabilis and beg- 
gar weed are being used quite 
generally, and if you do not 
have the seed on hand they can 
be obtained from any reliable 
seed house. On the heavier types 
of soil we have found that you 
ean use Alyce Clover to very 
good advantage. You can ob- 
tain these seed from a number 
of sources in the state and if 
you will check through the clas- 
sified ad section of your agri- 
cultural magazine you will find 
where they can be had here in 
the state. 


CULTIVATION 


Keep the tree row of your 
young grove thoroughly culti- 
vated all summer. This will in- 


Wythe D. Sims of Orlando 
proves to us that when the pro- 
duction of citrus is put on a good 
business basis it can be made 
successful even under adverse 
conditions. Mr. Sims started in the 
citrus industry eight years ago 
when he purchased a 12 acre 
grove. Today this man owns 200 
acres of very fine property and is 
making money from the property. 
Mr. Sims has been successful be- 
cause he cared for his groves, giv- 
ing*them ample amounts of ferti- 


Suggestions for Grove and Farm Care 


sure maximum growth through- 
out the season. After making 
summer application of fertili- 
zer thoroughly cultivate the 
grove and let it go for the sum- 
mer. 


SPRAY PROGRAM 


Spraying today is quite differ- 
ent from the program employed 
several years ago. We now con- 
trol many deficiencies through 
the proper spray program. Now 
is the time to use a nutritional 
spray that will control not only 
your diseases and insects but 
also will supply such secondar- 
ies as zine for french, manga- 
nese for chlorosis, and copper 
for dieback. After using this 
spray it is advisable to keep a 
close check on your scale in- 
sects, and if you find that you 
have an infestation then you 
should use an oil spray which 
will control the scale. This will 
serve a dual purpose as the oil 
also will control rust mite that 
are then on the tree. All through 
the summer keep a close check 
on the activity of rust mite and 
keep under control with either 
lime sulphur solution or dusting 
sulphur. 


PRUNING 


Due to the recent freeze we have 
considerable dead wood in our 
trees. Now is the time to remove 
all dead wood and_ water 
sprouts. In pruning your trees 
be sure to make good clean cuts 
and then paint the wound with 
some reliable pruning paint that 
can be obtained from your fer- 
tilizer or insecticide dealer. 


lizer made from the best mater- 
ials, and by keeping his diseases 
and insects under control with 
a judicious spray program. 

We would like to say something 
about some of our friends who 
are candidates for political offices 
but fellows, you know how it is, 
so we will just say that we hope 
everyone of you will be success- 
ful. Anyway the fireworks will be 
over soon and we can get back to 
the regular routine of things that 
are really important. 












Dr. George W. Clapp and wife 
of New York have been vacation- 
ing here in Orlando for the past 
several weeks, and are delighted 
over the small amount of damage 
caused to citrus trees by the re- 
cent freeze. Dr. Clapp has long 
been one of the strong boosters 
for Lyons Fertilizers. 


The Ruskin section, famous as 
a fine tomato growing area, is be- 
coming increasingly more import- 
ant each year and we predict great 
things for Ruskin. Each year the 
growers in the territory put on a 
great display of their product at 
the. Tomato Festival held in the 
thriving little town of Ruskin, and 
with unfavorable weather condi- 
tions prevailing this spring, the 
growers really were faced with a 
problem, but they did not let this 
interfere and the festival went on 
as usual. 


D. J. Carey of Eaton Park has 
recently purchased a very fine 
grove near Lakeland, and even 
though he is new in the citrus pro- 
duction game he realizes the im- 
portance of irrigation and heat- 
ing. He has recently installed a 
very fine irrigation system and is 
now making plans to be able to 
heat his property in case of cold 
weather. 


Tom Daniels and A. A. McKet- 
han, Brooksville, have moved some 
very fine Valencia oranges from 
their Spring Lake property. 


L. G. Ferris of Floral City has 
let contracts for his new packing 
house to be built on the highway 
just north of town. Mr. Ferris is 
the owner of the famous Ferris 
grove property and grows some of 
the finest fruit produced in the 
state. Best wishes, Doc, for the 
success of your new venture. 


The Orange Manufacturing com- 
pany of Orlando is now state di-- 
tributor for the Field Force Manu- 
facturing company, and is car- 
rying a complete line of spray 
machines and other allied pro- 
ducts. The Field Force is one of 
the oldest and most reliable mach- 
ines being used today. 


“Be careful how you _ handle 
your money. There may be germs 
on it.” “3 

“I’m not worrying. Even germs 
couldn’t live on the money ! 
earn!” — Sour Owl. 
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Waverly Growers 


Co-Op Celebrates 
Silver Jubilee 


Waverly Growers’ Co-operative, 
one of the outstanding citrus organi- 
zations of the state, has just cele- 
brated its silver anniversary and in 
commemoration of the event has is- 
sued a handsomely illustrated, silver- 
bound booklet setting forth some of 
the history and accomplishments of 
the organization. 

Organized in 1915, its first pack- 
ing house an old mule barn, Waverly 
Growers’ Co-operative has grown un- 
til it now numbers 185 grove own- 
ers in its membership, controlling 
more than 5000 acres of groves and 
operating one of the most up-to-date 
packing houses in the state. 

With John D. Clark as president 
and W. C. Pedersen as general man- 
ager, Waverly Growers’ Cooperative 
is ably officered and efficiently man- 
aged. At the close of a quarter cen- 
tury of service to its members and 
the entire industry, the organization 
appears to be just on the threshold 
of still greater service. 





SEEK ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
FOR RESEARCH 
(Continued from page 13) 


hearing and other members of the 
Florida delegation introduced testi- 
mony supporting the contention for 
additional funds. 

Representatives J. Hardin Peter- 
son and Joe Hendricks, in whose dis- 
tricts the laboratories are located, 
were active at the house committee 
hearing and were assisted by other 
Florida members. The house commit- 
tee discussed seriously the possibility 
of shifting the Winter Haven and 
Orlando research work to regional la- 
boratories, but no such recommenda- 
tion was contained in the committee 
report as finally adopted and report- 
ed. This was considered a distinct 
victory for Florida, as industry lead- 
ers doubt the feasibility of carrying 
on work through a regional setup. 


QUALITY OF CITRUS FRUITS 

FROM THE LEGAL STANDPOINT 

(Continued from page 9) 
sired internal qualities. 

Undoubtedly greater effort should 
be made in the formulation of fu- 
ture standards to place emphasis on 
those qualities of oranges which the 
consumer regards as high quality 
such as maturity, palatability, flavor, 
food value, quantity of juice, etc. 
This thought carries with it impli- 
cations which may be-hard for the 
citrus industry to face, which are 
either the improvement or the elimi- 
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nation of a considerable percentage 
of our early fruit; but without 
doubt, if we can eliminate poor qual- 
ity from our oranges — particularly 
early varieties — we will have made 
a major step in the direction of solv- 
ing the ills that now beset the in- 
dustry. 

Placing greater emphasis on the 
quality of fruit produced, as judged 
from its interior qualities rather than 
its external appearance in our grade 
and maturity standards is one way to 
accomplish this end. Such a change 
will undoubtedly bring about the 
same price differential between high 
quality and low quality fruit, based 
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on these qualities, that now exists 
between U. S. No. 1 and U. S. No. 
2 fruit, based on external appear- 
ance. This will tend to eventually 
bring about the elimination of those 
groves, which, because of their varie- 
ty, soil, root stock or fertilizer and 
cultural practises, do not produce 
high quality fruit; and will put a pre- 
mium on those groves and cultural 
practises which do produce high 
quality fruit. 


U. S. farm exports to Latin Am- 
erica increased from 38 million dol- 
lars in 1922 to approximately 53 mil- 
lion dollars in both 1937 and 1938. 





The QUALITY of Next Year's Fruit 


depends on WHAT YOU DO now! 














Now that the fruit is set, the 
plant food you give the trees must 
meet their needs for proper devel- 


opment and growth of the fruit. 
se NACO Fertilizer for the Sum- 
mer Application. 


Because control of insect pests 
and fungi is necessary to the pro- 
duction of quality fruit we recom- 


mend the use of VOLCK Oils, 
FLOTOX Sulphurs or NACO Sul- 
phur Smoke, or COPOSIL—for 
spraying, dusting, or both as indi- 
cated by condition of trees or fruit. 


GOOD NEWS TRAVELS FAST 


So you have probably heard about the new 
ROOT high velocity oscilating DUSTER that 
can also be used in conjunction with spraying. 


ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION 


NACO FERTILIZER 


COMPAN 


JACKSONVILLE 
eoee#ee FLORIDA 








watch out for 


MELANOSE 
Citrus Experts Say! 


This year conditions favor melanose spread, growers have been advised 
by citrus experts, and that means special attention should be given 
your spray schedule. 


WARNING! 


53% Tri-Basic Copper Sulphate 


USE is the favored “neutral”? copper spray ma- 
terial that eliminates use of lime in Bor- 
deaux, therefore no objectionable residue 
build-up. 


65% Manganese Sulphate 


‘in finely-ground spray grade is a proven 





TENNESSEE CORPORATION 


BRAND nutritional spray material which gives 
trees vital mineral elements. Also analyzes 
high percentages of Sulphates of IRON, 

Top ZINC, COPPER, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM 
. and lesser amounts of other minerals: It’s 
Quality a “plus value” product. 
Spray 89% Zinc Sulphate 
° in monohydrated form — another Tee-Cee 
Materials Brand nutritional spray material. 
Distributed GET TEE-CEE BRAND Top-Quality 


SPRAY MATERIALS FROM YOUR 
by FERTILIZER DEALER 


U. S. PHOSPHORIC PRODUCTS CORP. 
Tampa, Florida 





Should Spray 


For Melanose 





Warning grove owners that the 
four conditions which enable melan- 
ose to damage fruit are present at 
this time, the citrus experiment sta- 
tion is receiving reports from all sec- 
tions of the citrus belt that the 
disease is becoming active. 


The danger is actual and not po- 
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For Complete Coverage with 
Copper Sprays--use 
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cause a great deal of melanose on 
the young fruit if control is not at- 
tempted. 


“Don’t let it go too long” is the ad- 
vice of the citrus experts. “Be on the 
watch for it, and spraying should be 
done immediately.” 

In groves where there is consider- 
able dead wood, growers should pro- 
ceed at once with a copper spray if 
they want bright fruit. If wet weath- 
er continues, a second copper spray 
may be necessary in three or four 
weeks. Groves which have been giv- 
en a nutritional spray containing cop- 
per should be sprayed again unless 
there is a radical change to dry 
weather. 

Growers are advised to consult 
with their county agents. Those who 
have not obtained the 1940 spray and 
dust schedule, issued by the Florida 
citrus commission, may do so from 
their county agent, the citrus experi- 
ment station here or direct from the 
commission offices in Lakeland. 























After only 100 years of intense 
cultivation, farm land in the United 
States which has been destroyed, 
seriously damaged or threatened 
with destruction totals an area near- 
ly equal to all the land from which 
crops are normally harvested. 


















tential, these citrus experts empha- 
sized. The disease has reached a 
stage of mature development where 
it can attack the young fruit on the 
trees. 

The four factors involved are new- 
ly killed wood as a result of the 
freeze, tender young fruit, plenty of 
rain and warm weather approaching. 
It is the peculiar combination of these 
circumstances which make the situ- 
ation dangerous, they said, unless 
vigorous action is taken. 

Following the freeze, the fungus 
developed: slowly at first, but is now 
producing: plenty of spores on twigs 
killed by“the cold weather. These 
spores added to those from any dead 
wood present before the freeze will 


WETTABLE SULPHUR 


as a “double duty” Spreader 


@ WHITE BAND WETTABLE SULPHUR is entirely compatible 
with Copper sprays, and serves as an efficient, “double duty” spread- 
er. In addition to aiding complete coverage of Copper sprays for 
melanose control, WHITE BAND WETTABLE SULPHUR gets 
those ever-present rust mites, too. Disperses readily in the spray 
tank without excessive foaming . . . doesn’t clog spray nozzles. 


Your fertilizer dealer aleo can supply WHITE BAND DUSTING 
SULPHUR and WHITE BAND LIME SULPHUR SOLUTION. 
Specify these foremost sulphur products — made in Florida by: 


U. S. PHOSPHORIC PRODUCTS CORPORATION, Tampa 
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PROTECTING THE 
CITRUS MARKETS 
(Continued from page 10) 
sentiments of Commissioner Nathan 


Mayo — which also are mine and 
those of all other officials of the De- 
partment — when I commend you 


most heartily for your loyalty and 
service, and solicit a continuation of 
the same intelligent cooperation from 
you and the industry as a whole in 
the interests of “protective” mar- 
keting of our citrus crop. 


BIG CROP EXPECTED 





Extremely heavy bloom this spring 
is the reason Lee County citrus 
growers believe next season’s crop 
will be a big one, according to County 
Agent C. P. Heuck. 





CLASSIFIED 


(Advertisements 


The rate for advertisements of this 
nature is only five cents per word for 
each insertion. You may count the 
number of words you have, multiply 
it by five, and you will have the cost 
of the advertisement for one inser- 
tion. Multiply this by the total num- 
ber of insertions desired and you will 
have the total cost. This rate is so 
low that we cannot charge classified 
accounts, and would, therefore, ap- 
preciate a remittance with order. No 
advertisement accepted for less than 
50 cents. 
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FOR CITRUS NURSERY TREES 
not damaged by freeze see 
THOMPSON NURSERIES, Route 
1, Box 181, Winter Haven, Fla. 


SUPERIOR CITRUS TREES of prin- 
cipal varieties. Also limes, lemons 
and the best new varieties of tan- 
gelos and avocados. Ward’s Nur- 
sery, Avon Park, Florida. 


CITRUS SEEDLINGS; Cleopatra, 
Sour, Sweet, Rough Lemon, Grape- 
fruit. Grand Island Nurseries, Eus- 
tis, Fla 


CITRUS BUDS AND SEEDLINGS— 
Usual Standard Varieties on Sour 
Orange Stock, also Sour Orange 
Seedlings. Nursery at Blanton, Pas- 
co County. For information and 
prices, write R. P. Thornton or H. 
S. Pollard, Copothorn Nurseries, 
Box 2880, Tampa, Florida. 


ALYCE CLOVER SEED “Florida’s 
Alfalfa” — The perfect cover crop 
for groves because of ‘ts rich nitro- 
gen content and because it quickly 
disintegrates and is absorbed into 

_ the soil. Write for descriptive 
folder and prices. Ocala Ridge 
Tung Plantations, 302 So. Natl. 
Bank Bldg., St. Petersburg: 
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UNCLE NATCHEL says... 


NATCHEL 


00 OATS 
pe secrer!/ 
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Te keep your crops naturally healthy, use natural 
fertilizers which supply small amounts of many 
elements needed for strong, vigorous growth. 


Chilean Nitrate of Soda is the world’s only natural 
nitrate. It supplies quick-acting nitrate — plenty of 
it — for strong growth and healthy maturity. It also 
provides a natural blend of other elements — boron, 
iodine, manganese, magnesium, calcium, and many 


more. 


Use Natural Chilean Nitrate of Soda. 


It is well 


suited to your crops, your soil, your climate. 


NATORAL 


CHILEAN NITRATE OF SODA 








GRAFTED AVOCADO TREES of 
leading varieties, priced low. R. B. 
Rosentreter. Winter Haven, Fla. 


ALYCE CLOVER SEED. Ripe and 
cleaned, Ideal cover and hay crop, 
Write for information. P. E. Syn- 
der, Box 866, Lakeland, Fla. 


PIPE — Approximately 800 feet 5- 
inch Ames End Lock, plain surface 
pipe. Perfect condition. Used once. 
Also new pipe. Write stating full 
—. Cameron & Barkley, Tampa, 
Fla. 


CHOICE Rough Lemon Seedlings 6 
to 20 inches high, $10.00 per thou- 
sand. Olan Altman, Sebring, Flor- 
ida, 


CITRUS NURSERY TREES; Stand- 
ard and new varieties. Low prices 
for Fall planting. Grand Island 
Nurseries, Eustis, Fla 


GROWE OWNERS ATTENTION—I 
will exchange old established manu- 
facturing concern doing splendid 


business for producing orange and . 
grapefruit grove-in good section . 


free and clear of encumbrances. 
Value approximately $75,000.00. 
Address A. J, SIMMS, Tampa, Fla. 





LARGE AND SMALL orange groves 
for sale also acreage suited for 
citrus culture, dairying and gener- 
al farming. Charlton & Associ- 
ates, Valuation Engineers and Real 
Estate Appraisers, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 


CROTALARIA SPECTABILIS and 
Hay Peas. Write for our prices. We 
also have a full and complete line 
of all farm seeds. Robinson’s Seed 


Warehouse, Cairo, Georgia. 


“MAIL ORDER Operator desires con- 
tact with grower of high grade 
avocado pears. Have interesting 
proposition for grower of highest 
quality fruit.” F. R. Gardner, P. 
O. Box 528, Greenville, Pa. 


PLANT SOAR’S SWEET ORANGE 
trees for profit, fruit sells in Sep- 
tember for $1.12% to $1.50 per 
box, no losses from drops or.frozen 
fruit, does not dry out on lemon. 
Pomona Nurseries, Dade City, Fla. 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED. — World 


War veteran. Citrus, landscaping 
and salesman experience. 12 years 
last employer, college education. 
References. Box 384, Eustis, Fla. 
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Firing 300 Acre Grove At Citra 
During The January 1940 Freeze 


BY W. P. CROSBY 


AT MEETING OF FLORIDA STATE 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 





Firing of citrus groves is quite an 
undertaking. It requires two separate 
crews. My father, W. J. Crosby, 
handled the day crews, in the filling 
of oil hearters, and replenishing of 
wood, which is quite a task during 
a long dry spell such as we had in 
January. He also secured labor for 
the night work and ordered oil in 
sufficient quantities to keep the stor- 
age tanks filled. 

I have found firing quite a respon- 
sibility, knowing just how soon to be- 
gin firing, watching the fuel supply 
for the night, and keeping tempera- 
tures within bounds. Men must be 
watched and warned of safety in 
handling oil and torches, especially 
in refilling torches to see that they 
use a proper mixture; we use three 
quarts kerosine oil to one quart of 
gasoline. 

In organizing my men for the 
night I break them up in small crews, 
assigning each a certain part of the 
grove, and when they have completed 
lighting or regulating heaters they 
report back to a certain accessible 
point within the section assigned 
them so they may be easily reached. 
I keep driving, checking various ther- 
mometers, and giving instructions to 
the different crews. We dined our 
men plentifully, but did not wine 
them. 

We fired one hundred and twenty 
acres with oil heaters to protect fruit 
and during some of the coldest weath- 
er we supplemented with wood, coke 
heaters, and old automobile tires, al- 
so forty-six acres with wood, sixty- 
nine acres with coke, twenty acres 
with wood heaters, and forty-five 
acres with wood and coke heaters; 
all except the one hundred and 
twenty acres of firing was for foliage 
only. The above only includes Cros- 
by & Wartmann groves, and not our 
individually owned groves. 

In the one hundred and twenty 
acres which we fired for fruit we 
used forty heaters to the acre, placed 
in every other middle, every check. 
These were Scheu nine gallon round 
Conco heaters with louvre stack, 
burning No. 2 distillate. In firing 
these heaters we made a practice of 
firing every other heater, giving one- 
half hole’ draft to start with, drop- 


ping back and firing the odd heater 
and opening drafts to full hole if 
necessary. One hole draft was as high 
as we burned them this winter. In 
our opinion, burning them higher 
than this made too much of a blast 
that sent the heat above the trees, 
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also was too hot for the long life ex- 
pected of a heater. The average burn- 
ing time of one of these heaters was 
nine hours with one hole draft open, 
or fifteen hours with one half hole 
draft. One man can light and tend 
about five acres of grove, forty heat- 
ers per acre. We fired one small grove 
in a different place with open pots, 
which seemed to produce about the 
same heat per gallon of fuel as do 
draft heaters, but the lazy flame re- 


(Continued on page 18) 





HY-LO GROVE HEATERS 












for 


1940, 


vegetables 


@HY-LO large cone 
Oil Burning Heater. 


oo ——. heating is not only feas- 
ighly radian : 

aa Set elem ible, but profitable. 
Ferneries and Or- Now is the time to plan 
namentals. 


& 


@ HY-LO Coke- 
Burning Heater. 50 
tb. capacity. Fast 
lighting. Extra 
heavy 22 gauge me- 
tal. Easily regulat- 
ed with sliding cov- 


five years, 


The Most Complete 
Line Of Frost Protec- 
tion In Florida 


Citrus, Truck, Fern- 
eries, Flowers and 
Ornamentals 


The freeze of January, 
emphasized again 
that Florida fruits and 
are 
means immune to damag- ‘ 
ing cold. Fortunately suf. — 
ficient firing was done 
during this cold spell to 
prove that frost protec- 
tion by means of proper 


frost protection for next 
year . and the years to 
follow. But before you 
buy any heating equip- 
ment, investigate the com- 
plete line of HY-LO Heat- 
ers offered by the Gulf 
Fertilizer Company. 


Products of the Ameri- 
can Can Company, the 
world’s largest heater 
manufacturers, HY-LO 
Heaters, in the three 
million installations made 
during the past twenty- 
have proved 
their superiority from the 
standpoint of perform- 
ance, durability and eco- 
er. nomical: operation. 





@HY-LO Oil Burn- 
ing Smudge-Pot. 
Gal. Capacity. Em- 
bossed, free sliding 
cover. For citrus 
and truck crops. 


by no | 





@Hot-Dipped Gal- 
vanized HY-LO Oil 
Burning Smudge- 
Pot. 10 Qt. and 4 
Gal. sizes. Low cost 
permits thorough 
coverage. For truck 
crops and citrus. 


ae 
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@ HY-LO Wood- 
Burning Heater. 
Burns 6 to 8 hours 
on one filling. Easy 
to regulate and ex- 
tinguish. For citrus. 


For detailed information and prices, write or phone the Gulf Fertilizer 
Company. Our representative will call at your request. 


THE GULF FERTILIZER CO. 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 
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The Protection Of Groves 


Against 


BY W. F. WARD 


AT MEETING OF FLORIDA STATE 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 





Just what have we learned in re- 
cent years regarding the protection 
of groves from cold by firing? Each 
of the cold spells or freezes in re- 
cent years seem to have some char- 
acteristics not exhibited by the pre- 
vious dne, but if we can get enough 
growers from various sections to re- 
late their experiences in firing, we 
may be able to learn enough to help 
materially during future freezes. To 
conserve time, I shall confine my re- 
marks to the firing of groves with 
lightwood, commonly called “fat 
pine,” since others taking part in 
this symposium will doubtless tell of 
their experiences with various types 
of grove heaters. 

During the freeze of 1984-35, 
sore of the groves at Chinsegut Hili 
Sanctuary, near Brooksville, were 





Here’s better i ™ C for 


Cold By Firing 


fired eleven nights in all, and during 
the January, 1940, cold spell, fires 
were lighted in some of the groves 
for five nights. The groves at Chinse- 
gut, comprising 65 acres, are ocated 
on top, on the slopes and n:ar the 
bottom of a very steep hill. In one 
40-acre tract, the difference in alti- 
tude from the top to the bi ttom of 
the grove is about 160 fee! and in 
this 40 acres, there has been a differ- 
ence of 16 degrees in temperature at 
the same hour on nights without 
wind. That is the maximum difference 
in temperature, averaging about one 
degree for each ten feet of eleva- 
tion, but on cold, still nights, we 
usually expect a variation of 8 to 12 
degrees, The result is that the grove 
near the bottom of the hill may have 
to be fired to save the trees from 
damage, while the trees on top may 
be well above the danger point. 
Growers will therefore, do well to 
consider the location for groves to 
be planted in the future, locating 
them on the slope of a hill where 
(Continued on page 12) 
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all your Sulphur sprays or 





DUSTING SULPHUR 
WETTABLE SULPHUR 


Lime-Sulphur Solution 


@ Get more coverage and kill when you dust 
or spray for rust mites, red spiders, etc., by 
using WHITE BAND mofern sulphurs. Con- 
trol the pests that blemish fruit and sap 
vitality of trees. WHITE BAND Quality In- 
secticides are made in Florida to suit your 
needs. Get them from ypur supply dezler. 


dusts! 


* I.-C means 
INSECT 
CONTROL 


Use WHITE BAND 
WETTABLE 
SULPHUR in Lime- 
Sulphur sprays to 
build up sulphur 
content with safety. 
Get more coverage 
and killing power. 


U. 5. PHOSPHORIC, PRODUCTS CORPORATION, Tampa 
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For Brighter Fruit 


When You 


Add 
SSEE CORPORATION Brand 


MANGANESE 
Ty 


to regular Fertilizers 


The grower who markets fruit next fall 
which tastes better and looks better will be 
meeting the demand in the higher quality 
bracket where the better prices are. 





Manganese is a factor in better natural 
color and increased sugar and solids in cit- 
rus. So insist that your regular fertilizers 
contain this vital mineral corrective. 


Tee-Cee Brand 65% Manganese Sulphate 
is a “plus value” material because it also 
analyzes high percentages of SULPHATES 
of COPPER. IRON, CALCIUM, MAGNES- 
IUM and ZINC—in quickly available form. 


For nutritional sprays, use Tee-Cee Brand 
“bone dry” finely ground special Spray 
Form Grade 65% Manganese Sulphate. Get 
it from your regular supply dealer. 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


U. S. Phosphoric 
Products Corp. 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 
@ 53% Tri-Basic Copper Sulphate 


@ 89% Zinc Sulphate 
@ Copper Sulphate 











